Patricia Dundas

Biography
1952
Born in Mt Barker, Western Australia. Her passion for finding and painting wildflowers, especially orchids, began as a child growing up on a farm in Woogenilup (between the Stirling and Porongurup Ranges).

1970
Attended boarding school in Perth, then started a course in biology before deciding to pursue graphic art as a career.

1973
Awarded Associateship in Design, Western Australian Institute of Technology (now Curtin University). Began illustrating plants again after marrying, travelling and working overseas and in Australia for several years.

1981-1986
Freelance graphic and botanical artist.

1986-88 
Illustrated The Bushland Plants of Kings Park, Kings Park and Botanic Gardens, Perth.
1989
Solo exhibition Cullity Timbers Kings Park Collection, Kings Park, and Alexander Library, Perth and then touring Western Australia.

1990-1992
Completed 2.5 years of Diploma of Arts, Midland College of Technical and Further Education.

1991
Included in the Art Gallery of Western Australia’s Wildflowers in Art exhibition and subsequently a founding member of the Botanical Artists Group of Western Australia. Has exhibited annually with the group since its formation.
1991-2008
Collected and illustrated over 400 species (including hybrids) of all the named native orchids of Western Australia. 

1992

Cover Illustration for Flora of the Kimberley, (CALM). 

1997
Paintings commissioned of Western Australia’s floral emblem Anigozanthos rufus for the Centenary of Federation, Kings Park and Botanic Garden, and also of five rare orchids and the world’s oldest eucalypt for Western Power’s Endangered Species Programme.

1998
Paintings commissioned by Westralian Sands.

1998

Cover illustration, Flora of Australia, Vol 17A (ABRS) 

2000

Illustrations commissioned for the Queensland Bottle Tree Project.

2002
Illustration of Rhizanthella gardneri (underground orchid), Curtis’s magazine, Royal Botanic Garden, Kew, UK 

                        2 commissioned works for the Centenery of Federation Artpiece for Perth Mint. These images are also on platinum coins in colour. Cover illustration commissioned for Spider, Fairy and Dragon Orchids (CALM). Cover illustration for Micro-organisms in Plant Conservation and Biodiversity (Klumer)
                        Wildflower mural for Painted Roads Project, town of Watheroo 
2003                Moved to Pemberton and opened Botanica Gallery, which specialises in the work of the Botanical Artists Group of  WA (art, prints, cards, books, textiles and fibre).
2007   
Completed and submitted the 187 paintings for a book of  the orchidaceae, Orchids of Western Australia. (Currently in production at UWAPress)
2008                14 paintings for a book  about the Botanical Artists’Group of WA,  Brush with Gondwana currently in production at FAC Press)
                  Cover illustration for Landscope magazine (winter), Dept of Environment and
                  Conservation                
Collections
Cullity Timbers Collection, Kings Park and Botanic Garden; Royal Perth Hospital Collection; Wesfarmers Collection; Royal Botanic Garden, Kew, UK; Town of Victoria Park Art Collection; WA Herbarium, Private collections Australia, USA, Britain and Italy.
Sponsorship 
In 1992 sponsorship was obtained from Argyle Diamonds, Wesfarmers, EG Green and Sons, BHP Minerals and Poseidon Bow River Diamonds for the Orchids of the Kimberley project.
